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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
State maintains support for higher education funding 
Gov. John Engler has announced an agreement 
that shields state uni versities from budget cuts, 
in exchange for keeping tuition affordable for 
students. 
"This agreement is great news for Michigan's 
275,000 students and their parents, and it 's 
good news for universities that keep tuition 
increases affordable," Engler said during a 
February 1 announcement at Loosemore 
Auditorium in the DeVos Center. "This 
agreement maintains my commitment to a 
world-class higher education system in 
Michigan, while recognizing the budget chal-
lenges universities face from rising costs. It 
protects universities from budget cuts and 
puts in place incentives for controlling 
tuition." 
Grand Valley President Mark A. Murray, on 
behalf of the Presidents Council, State 
Universities of Michigan, played a key role in 
the negotiation of the agreement. 
continued on page 2 
photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
President Mark A. Murray, back row, right, was joined at Gov. John Engler's announcement by 
several other university presidents, including William Sederburg, of Ferris State, Michael Rao, 
of Central Michigan, and Peter McPherson, of Michigan State. 
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Across Campus 
Hillegonds resigns from 
Board of Trustees 
GVSU Trustee Paul Hillegonds resigned his 
position to accept an appointment to the Board 
of Governors at Wayne State University. 
President Mark A. Murray commended 
Hillegonds for his years of service to Grand 
Valley. The Board of Trustees expressed regret 
at his resignation. 
"Paul 's background, experience, and insights 
were invaluable to the board's deliberations ," 
said board chair Dorothy A. Johnson. "He was 
a diligent trustee and is a wonderful friend. 
We will miss him greatly." 
Gov. John Engler appointed Hillegonds to a 
term that expires on December 31 , 2004. He 
replaces Murray Jackson, of Detroit, who 
resigned. 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
Hillegonds, of 
Plymouth, has 
been president 
of Detroit 
Renaissance 
since 1997. In 
1978, he was 
elected to the 
Michigan 
House of 
Representatives 
andwas 
re-elected to 
eight consecu-
tive terms. 
Paul Hillegonds 
In 1986, the same year he was named leader of 
the Republican caucus, he earned a law degree 
from Thomas Cooley Law School , in Lansing. 
He continued as Republican leader until 1993, 
when he became co-speaker of the House, 
serv ing in that capacity until 1994, when he 
was elected speaker for the 1995-96 term. 
Nominations for student 
leadership award sought 
Nominations for the Kenneth R. Venderbush 
Student Leadership Award are due in the Dean 
of Students Office (202 STU) by 5 p.m. on 
Thursday, February 7. 
To qualify for the Venderbush award, a student 
should have made a significant leadership 
contribution to the Grand Valley community 
by representing students, participating on a 
committee, or serving as a leader in a student 
organization. The nominee must demonstrate 
successful academic achievement and be a 
senior enrolled in this fall and/or winter 
semester. 
The award will be presented at the Grand 
Valley Awards Banquet on April 8. 
continued on page 2 
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Across Campus 
continued from page 1 
Woods named interim dean 
of Multicultural Affairs 
Planning offices, among others, on the restructuring process. When the 
mission statement is adopted, Woods said, the OMA will begin its third 
phase. 
'This office grew from the [Minority Business Education Center] , which 
started in the Seidman School of Business, and from that program grew 
MTEC and MSEC," he said. A new leader and new office nameplate are the most visible - but not 
finite - changes at what was commonly known as the Office of Minority 
Affairs. "Phase two was developing this office with Dean Williams, and phase 
three will be to capitalize on its history and move forward with a vision." 
Mike Woods was named interim dean in December, following the retire-
ment of Don Williams, Sr. Woods will keep his duties as director of The M-Programs (Business, Teacher Education, and Science) encourage 
minority students in specific fields of study through scholarship 
opportunities and professional development. Since the programs were 
established, more than 600 students have received scholarships. 
Affirmative 
Action, 
merging the 
two offices into 
Affirmative 
Action and the 
Office of 
Multicultural 
Affairs. 
Woods said the 
office, which 
remains at 130 
Commons, will 
Beginning Italian classes offered 
The Department of Modern Languages and Literatures will offer free 
Self-Instructional Italian classes to students, faculty and staff members. 
The eight-week course will begin in mid-February and meet on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 2-3 p.m. 
photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker soon enter a 
Mike Woods was named interim dean of Multicultural restructuring 
The class textbook and tapes must be purchased. For more information, 
call Diane Wright, associate professor, at x3203 or contact her by e-mail 
at wrightd@gvsu.edu. 
Affairs in December. phase that SSD registration online through this week 
includes 
studying the definition of diversity and redefining a mission statement for 
the OMA. The university community and members of the public will be 
included in the process. 
All GVSU students who are involved in faculty/staff-mentored research 
or other creative endeavors are invited to submit presentation proposals 
for Student Scholarship Day 2002, which will be held on April 10 on the 
Allendale Campus. All presentations must be sponsored by one or more 
GVSU faculty/staff member(s). The online registration system for SSD 
is available through Friday, February 8. 
"This office has been an integral part of the university, and we want all 
its constituents to have ownership and have a say in what the mission 
should be," he said. 
Woods and the OMA staff are working closely with President Mark A. 
Murray and leaders from the Dean of Students and Campus Equity and 
For additional information, and to register a presentation, visit 
www.gvsu.edu/ssd. Questions about the event or the registration process 
can be directed to ssd@gvsu.edu or to Neal Rogness at x2447. 
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of University Communications every 
Monday when classes are in session and 
biweekly during the summer. The submjssion 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication 
items to Michele Coffill, editor, c/o 
forum@gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-895-2221. 
Fax: 616-895-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/online/forum/form.html. 
Grand Valley State University is an affirma-
tive action/equal opportunity institution. 
Visit GVNow, Grand Valley's dai ly online 
publication, on the Web at: 
www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/ 
GVNOW 
···---------------------------
What's Ahead 
GVSU Van Cliburn Series 
continues with Russian pianist 
GVSU continues to bring the young piano champions 
of the world to West Michigan with a concert by 
Maxim Philippov, silver medalist of the prestigious 
Van Cliburn International Piano Competition. The 
solo concert is the second in Grand Valley's Van 
Cliburn Medalist Series, which hosts all four winners 
of the 2001 competition. 
Philippov will perform before a sold-out audience on 
Tuesday, February 12, in the De Vos Center's 
Loosemore Auditorium on the Pew Grand Rapids 
Campus. 
Philippov began studying 
piano at the age of 5 and 
made his public debut when 
he was 8 years old. A laureate 
of several major international 
piano competitions, he was 
awarded first prize at the 
1996 Esther Honens Calgary 
International Piano 
Competition. Named one of 
two silver medalists in the 
I 1th Van Cliburn 
International Piano 
Maxim Philippov 
Competition last year, Philippov, then 29, was 
awarded two years of concert engagements, career 
management, and a compact disc recording. 
continued on page 3 
Engler pledges support for universities 
continued from page 1 
"This is a welcome and generous offer," Murray 
said. "We are extremely grateful that the state recog-
nizes the importance of higher education." 
Under the agreement, state higher education funding 
will remain at fiscal year 2002 levels for universities 
that keep tuition increases at 8.5 percent or $425 
(whichever is greater), averting predicted cuts in the 
higher education appropriation that could have 
ranged from 5 to 10 percent. 
William Sederburg, Ferris State University president, 
credited Murray for seizing the opportunity to "gal-
vanize" university leaders behind this plan. 
What's Ahead 
continued from page 2 
Camp Fire letter-writing campaign 
seeks GVSU help 
GVSU is asking faculty and staff members and students to take a few 
minutes to make a kid feel absolutely great about him or herself. All it 
takes is a handwritten letter. 
Monday kicked off the campaign for Absolutely Incredible Kid Day, a 
nationwide effort by Camp Fire USA to celebrate children by telling them in 
writing that they are cherished. Grand Valley, a co-sponsor of the local effort, 
Write a kid a letter. The 
Camp Fire USA campaign 
continues through February. 
is encouraging everyone in the university 
community to pick up a pen and take part. 
The letters are meant to be a message 
from the heart and need be only a few 
sentences or paragraphs, said Barbara 
Reinken, assistant professor of literacy 
and chair of GVSU's letter-writing cam-
paign. Special stationery is available in 
each dean 's office. Unfolded, finished let-
ters will be collected at the Student Life 
Office, room 115 in the Kirkhof Center. 
Last year GVSU contributed 756 letters, 
which were distributed to students in four 
Grand Rapids elementary schools. This 
year's goal is more ambitious: Reinken 
hopes to collect 14,000 letters to distribute 
in Grand Rapids and Muskegon schools. 
Letters will be collected throughout 
February. Students will then sort them and earmark each for a specific 
classroom and child in West Michigan. Children all over the nation will 
receive their letters on Absolutely Incredible Kid Day on March 21. For 
more information call the Office of Student Life at x2345. 
Reading group to hold meeting 
The Consi lience Faculty Reading Group will begin a discussion of a 
book, titled Mother Nature: A History of Mothers, Infants and Natural 
Selection, by Sarah Blaffer Hrdy at their next meeting scheduled from 
1-2 p.m. on Wednesday, February 6, in the Kirkhof Center, room 207. 
Faculty members interested in updating their knowledge of evolutionary 
theory are welcome to join the reading group. For more information, call 
Carl Bajema, biology professor, at x2470. 
Conference on the Americas to examine 
economics, politics of nutrition 
The sixth Conference on the Americas, to be held on Saturday, February 9, 
is expected to bring hundreds to the Eberhard Center for a full day of 
panels, workshops, films, and presentations on the joys and challenges of 
feeding the people of the Americas. 
Organized by GVSU's Latin American Studies Program, "Food For 
Thought," examines the culture, politics, and economics of nutrition in the 
Western Hemisphere with sessions by noted Latin American scholars and 
a keynote speech by Mexico 's "Daring Chef," Lourdes Hernandez. The 
day finishes with a Brazilian dinner and a Brazilian "carnaval." 
Conference sessions run from 9:30 a.m.-6 p.m., with Hernandez's keynote 
address beginning at I :30 p.m. The conference is open to the public. 
Students with ID are admitted free. A sliding scale donation of $5 to $40 
is asked of all others, payable at the door or in advance by calling x2325. 
On-site registration begins at 9 a.m. 
According to Cliff Welch, coordinator of the Latin American Studies 
Program, the conference encourages understanding between different 
American populations by studying issues related to Latinos in the United 
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States and focusing on international relations. 
"It also allows Grand Valley to build a bridge with the community by 
bringing together scholars, academics and people who are activists and 
community service providers to share ideas," Welch said. 
For a schedule of Conference on the Americas sessions and events, visit 
online at www4.gvsu.edu/las/Con2002.htm. 
FTLC to host women's rights leader 
The executive director of a women's human rights organization wi ll lead a 
faculty workshop, titled "Teaching for Peace," sponsored by the Pew 
Faculty Teaching and Learning Center. 
Vivian Stromberg, of MADRE, is scheduled to speak on Tuesday, 
February 12, from 2:30-4: 30 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center, Cabins ABC. 
Since 1983, MADRE has worked in partnership with community-based 
women's organizations in conflict areas worldwide to address issues of 
health, education, economic development and other human rights. 
Greek professor to address world view of 
September 11 
A professor from Panteion University in Athens, Greece, will address the 
September 11 terrorist attacks from a world perspective at an addition to 
the International Studies Lecture Series. 
Dimitri Constas, professor of international relations and director of the 
Institute of International Relations, wi ll speak on Tuesday, February 19, at 
12 noon in the Kirkhof Center, room 204. 
The lecture is sponsored by the Padnos International Center and Social 
Sciences Division. A buffet lunch follows Constas' presentation; call 
x3898 by Monday, February 11, to make a reservation. 
Black History Month events continue 
A performance from a popular comedian, a night of soul food and enter-
tainment and a dance troupe, Step Afrika-USA, highlight the remainder of 
GVSU's Black History Month events. For information on the following 
events, call the Multicultural Affairs Office at x2 I 77. 
• Thursday, February 14, 2 p.m. , Kirkhof Center, Pere Marquette Room. 
Second showing of Roots of Resistance: A Story about the Underground 
Railroad. 
• Monday, February 18, 6 p.m. , Kirkhof Center, Grand River Room. 
Black Student Union presents "Soul Fest," a night of entertainment and 
African cuisine adapted to the resources available during slavery. 
• Tuesday, February 19, 3 p.m., Cook-DeWitt Center. 
Lecture by Orlando Bagwell, founder and president of ROJA productions, a 
Boston-based independent film and television production company. A staff 
producer for PBS' "Frontline," Bagwell co-produced and directed "Running 
with Jesse," an account of the Jesse Jackson presidential campaign. 
• Wednesday, February 20, 9 p.m., Kirkhof Center, Pere Marquette Room. 
Spotlight Productions presents comedian Kivi Rogers, who has performed in 
movies and on A&E's "Evening at the Improv," Comedy Central, and HBO. 
• Tuesday, February 26, 7 p.m., Loosemoore Auditorium, De Vos Center. 
"The Ole Landmark Cathedral" a play performed by local church 
members about congregations at black churches. Seating is limited, for 
details call the Multicultural Affairs Office at x2177. 
• Thursday, February 28, 6 p.m., Cook-DeWitt Center. 
Step Afrika-USA is an explosive, percussive dance ensemble from 
Washington, D.C. Founded in 1996, the company highlights the African-
American fraternity and sorority art form of stepping and its links to dance 
traditions around the world. 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Arts Hotline: (616) 895-ARTS 
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Through Fri., Feb. 8 
Gallery Hours: "Action of Non-Action: East 
and West in Calligraphy and Verse." The 
classical Chinese calligraphy of Peimin Ni 
presented in dialogue with the philosophical 
verse of Stephen Rowe. Art Gallery, PAC. 
For more information call x2564. 
Tues., Feb. 5 
12 noon-I p.m.: Campus Wellness Lecture 
Series. Tips to Creating a Healthy 
Lifestyle. KC, Room 104. For more 
information call x3659. 
1-2:15 p.m.: Black History Month Lecture. 
Runoko Rashidi, historian, and writer. KC, 
Grand River Room. For more information 
call x2177. 
4-5 p.m.: Counseling and Career 
Development Center Seminar. Concerns 
with Food. 204 STU. Call x3266 for more 
information. 
4-7 p.m.: Campus Wellness Clinic. 
Underwater Weighing. Human 
Performance Lab, 132 FH. For more 
information call x3659. 
9-11 p.m.: Campus Wellness Series. "How 
To" Ballroom Dance. Dance Studio, 160 
FH. To register call x3659. 
Tues., Feb. 5-Wed., Feb. 6 
All day: The Clothesline Project, sponsored 
by the Women's Center. KC. For more 
information call x2748. 
Wed., Feb. 6 
All day: Display of work by Vera Anderson, 
Hollywood journalist and photographer, 
sponsored by the Women's Center. KC 
Lobby. For more information call x2748. 
1-2 p.m.: Counseling and Career 
Development Center Seminar. Practice, 
Practice, Practice: Preparation for the 
GRE. 203 STU. Call x3266 for more 
information. 
2-4 p.m.: Counseling and Career 
Development Center Seminar. 
Biracial/Multiracial Families. 204 STU. 
Call x3266 for more information. 
4-6 p.m.: Counseling and Career 
Development Center Seminar. African-
American Women: A Support Group for 
Sisters. 204 STU. Call x3266 for more 
information. 
8 p.m.: Women's Center Lecture. Vera 
Anderson, Hollywood journalist and 
photographer. KC, Grand River Room. For 
more information call x2748. 
Thurs., Feb. 7 
8 a.m.-1 :30 p.m.: Van Andel Global Trade 
Center Program. Global Human Resource 
Management. DeVos Center, Pew Campus. 
For more information call x68 l 1. 
8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.: Regional Math & 
Science Center Workshop. Battle Creek 
Science Kits training sessions, "Changes 
Over Time," for second grade. 225 PAD. 
For more information call x2267. 
12 noon: Arts at Noon Series. GVSU Faculty 
Jazz Quartet. CDC. For more information 
call x3484. 
12:15 p.m.: Women's Center and Children's 
Center, Mommy Lunches. Food Court 
Atrium. Call x2748 for more information. 
2-3 p.m.: Counseling and Career 
Development Center Seminar. Career 
Planning & Decision Making. 203 STU. 
Call x3266 for more information. 
2-3:30 p.m.: Counseling and Career 
Development Center Seminar. Self-
Hypnosis for Stress Reduction. 204 STU. 
Call x3266 for more information. 
4 p.m.: International Studies Roundtable. 
"Leaming and Serving Abroad: The Case 
of Nicaragua." KC, Room 142. For more 
information call x3898. 
4 p.m. : Black History Month Film. "Roots of 
Resistance: A Story About the 
Underground Railroad." KC, Grand River 
Room. For more information call x2177. 
5-6:30 p.m.: Counseling and Career 
Development Center Seminar. You've 
Come a Long Way, Baby! Grad School is 
Just Around the Comer. 204 STU. Call 
x3266 for more information. 
Thurs., Feb 7-Sat., Feb. 9 
7:30 p.m.: GVSU Opera Theatre presents 
"My Fair Lady." LAT, PAC. For tickets 
call x2300. 
VENTS 
Fri., Feb. 8 
4:30-7 p.m.: University Club and Alumni 
Association TGIF and Hockey in Grand 
Rapids. University Club Room, De Vos 
Center. Call x3590 for more information. 
5:30 p.m.: President's Ball , sponsored by 
Student Senate. Grand Center, Grand 
Rapids. For tickets call x2345. 
Sat., Feb. 9 
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.: Women's Center Leadership 
Summit. PAD, HRY. To register or for 
more information call x2345. 
9:30 a.m.-6 p.m.: Conference on the 
Americas. "Food for Thought." EC, Pew 
Campus. For more information call x2325 . 
Sun., Feb. 10 
2 p.m. : CORnucopia Series. Grand Rapids 
Symphony Hom Section, Richard Britsch, 
Jeffrey Swanson, Margaret Gage, Kevin 
Warren and Paul Austin. CDC. For more 
information call x3484. 
3 p.m. : GVSU Opera Theatre presents "My 
Fair Lady." LAT, PAC. 
Sports 
Sports Hotline: (616) 895-3800 
Game times subject to change. 
Thurs., Feb. 7 
6 p.m.: Women's Basketball. Northwood 
University at Grand Valley. 
8 p.m.: Men's Basketball. Northwood 
University at Grand Valley. 
Fri., Feb. 8 
4 p.m.: Track and Field. Laker Challenge at 
Grand Valley. 
Sat., Feb. 9 
1 p.m.: Women's Basketball at Lake Superior 
State University, Sault Ste Marie. 
2 p.m.: Swimming and Diving. Northern 
Michigan University at Grand Valley. 
3 p.m.: Men's Basketball at Lake Superior 
State University, Sault Ste Marie. 
4 p.m.: Track and Field at Butler University's 
Cannon IV Classic. Indianapolis. 
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